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May 22, 2025 

Greetings from the Chaplaincy Team and Grace to you, our partners in ministry, 

God is good and active in our region.  Our evidence of this has been seen in how you have 
responded to Him by investing in front-line hospital ministry here in our region’s largest 
hospitals.  Late last year we put out a call for both sacrificial giving and to join us in prayer as we 
attempted to meet the ministry needs and budgetary concerns.  You have helped us meet our 
budget which means that we didn’t need to adjust our chaplaincy services and were able to 
keep our ministry team going.  Just recently when Rev. Adele Crowell completed her part-time 
ministry with us, we were able to welcome Rev. Wayne Desmond to our team of chaplains in a 
part-time capacity.  Without having a sense that we are supported by churches and associations 
like yours we wouldn’t have been able to engage Wayne in this ministry moment. 

We want to thank you for leaning in to God’s call for the sick, the lonely, the dying, and those 
who grieve.  So, our first ask is to please continue to keep us in prayer as we live out the call 
that God has placed on our lives to serve the vulnerable from across our region who find their 
way here in our hospitals.  Prayer is important for Wayne as he starts this ministry with us, but 
also equally important for Adele as she transitions from part time to casual relief for this 
ministry.  Our second ask is that you might prayerfully discern if your congregation can increase 
your giving at this time.  We are sensitive to the fact that in these challenging times some small 
churches are unable to continue even the support they have previously provided, and we need 
to gather together to ensure the sustainability of this ministry.  Our team was all once pastors, 
and we know and appreciate the costs of ministry today.  We would be grateful for you to be in 
prayer about this. 

If we can be a resource to your pastoral team or visitation committee, please let us know.  We 
have workshops prepared and ready to be delivered if it would benefit your ministry. 

Finally, if you are aware of someone who will be admitted to one of the Halifax hospitals, please 
let us know so that we can visit them.  Not everyone remembers to register as Baptist when 
they are admitted. 

With a grateful heart, 

Rev. Joe Green, Baptist Coordinator 

On behalf of our chaplaincy team, Rev. Dr. Ida Armstrong-Whitehouse, Rev. Wayne Desmond 
and Rev. Adele Crowell (casual relief) 
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Greetings from the Halifax Baptist Hospital Chaplaincy Committee, 

In his role as Coordinating Chaplain for the Baptist Hospital 
Chaplaincy Ministry of the Halifax Region United Baptist Association 
(HRUBA), Joe continues to minister half-time on our behalf to 
patients, families and staff at the QEII Halifax Infirmary site.  The 
other half of his time at the hospital, Joe is devoting to his NS 
Spiritual Care Coordinator role.  In the capacity, Joe has been able to 
support both hospital based and denominational chaplains and has 
become involved in the training of new chaplains through the 
delivery of Clinical Pastoral Education courses and supervision of CPE 
students, partnering with Acadia Divinity 
College and the Atlantic School of Theology. 

Thus, our Halifax Baptist Hospital Chaplaincy is not only ministering to 
patients, their families and the staff of the Halifax hospitals, but is 
contributing to the future of hospital chaplaincy through the training 
of the next generation of chaplains.   

Since 2016, Rev. Dr. Ida Armstrong-Whitehouse continues to minister 
as our part-time Chaplain at the QEII Victoria General, the QEII NS 
Rehab and Arthritis Centre and the IWK Health Centre. 

Our contract for part-time Chaplaincy Services with Rev. Adele Crowell 
came to an end on May 1, 2025.  Having come out of retirement this 
past year to assist our ministry when our Joe accepted the half time 
position with NS Health, Adele has now moved to part-time casual 
relief.  We would like to thank Adele for meeting this need at such a 
critical time in our Chaplaincy ministry.  Her service has enabled us to 
achieve things which otherwise would have been impossible. 

We have been able to engage Rev. Wayne 
Desmond, recently retired from pastoral 
ministry to take over the part-time hours that 

Adele had been providing.  Wayne joined the team on May 1, 2025. 

May God continue to bless our Baptist Hospital Chaplains as they 
provide this compassionate ministry on behalf of the Halifax Region 
United Baptist Association.  We thank all those who prayerfully and 
financially support this ministry, and we look forward to continuing to 
work together. 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Chair, Halifax Baptist Hospital Chaplaincy Committee 


